BURNHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

 A Meeting of Burnham Without Parish Council was held in Watchfield Village Hall, Watchfield on Monday, 24th November 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Mrs M. Phillips (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), Ms L. Chalmers, M. Dimascio and N. Roderick with the Clerk, R. Young and Somerset Councillor R.D. Filmer.

Apology for absence received from Ms M. Kingscote and S.R. Lester.

38. Disclosures of Interests
Members had no interests to disclose.

39. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd September 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Presiding Chairman as a correct record.

40. Report of the Somerset Councillors 
Somerset Councillor Filmer reported upon the financial situation at Somerset Council, staffing matters, the planning service and the Sunday parking charges consultation.

41. Casual Vacancy
Somerset Council had advised that the Parish Council could now fill the casual vacancy in the Marine (Highbridge) Ward by co-option. It was AGREED to endeavour to identify possible interested persons and consider the matter further at the next Meeting.

42. Planning Matters
The following planning application was considered-
12/25/00011 – Installation of an illuminated double sided mini totem pole at Unit D, Oaktrees Business Park, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Cobra Coffee – recommend permission;

It was NOTED that planning permission had been granted in respect of the following application since the last Meeting
12/25/00007 – Installation of specified signs etc, Unit D, Oaktrees Business Park, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Cobra Coffee;
12/25/00008 – Installation of internally illuminated totem pole sign at Unit D, Oaktrees Business Park, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Cobra Coffee.

43. Financial Matters 
The following payments were authorised
DD            Lloyds Bank                                  account fees, September                        £5.25
DD            Lloyds Bank                                  account fees, October                            £4.25
DD            Lloyds Bank                                  account fees, November                        £4.75
000043      Parish Clerk                                  Payroll & expenses                            £780.32
000044      GWB Services                              Path clearance                                    £900.00

A bank reconciliation for the period 1st April to 30th September 2025 was checked against the original bank statement and signed by Members who did not sign cheques as part of the Council’s internal controls.

Members also gave preliminary consideration to the Estimates for 2026/27. These would be finalised and the precept set at the next Meeting.

44. Watchfield Village Hall

Mrs Phillips reported that documents were being finalised to enable applications to be submitted to potential major funders with the assistance of officers at Thrive. It was hoped to be able to make arrangements for a “material start” on the new hall to take place during December to avoid a need for a renewal of the planning permission.

45. Rosewood Green Recreation Area

It was NOTED that there was no update on when the responsibility for maintaining this area would be devolved from Somerset Council. A wooden post still needed to be replaced on the agility roller spin beam which had been reported to Somerset Council and they would also replace a litter bin. 

46. Highway Issues
It was NOTED that Love Lane would be closed during evenings in January for refurbishment work. It was understood that final government approval for the release of funds for the improvements of the A38 between Burnham on Sea and Bristol Airport was now imminent. The scheme would include an upgrade of the Edithmead Roundabout to turn it into a “throughabout.” Work was likely to commence in 2026 and be completed within 10 months. Mud being spread onto the A38 from vehicles leaving Blews Farm would be reported to Somerset Council.

47. Rights of Way
Mrs Phillips reported upon the need for a handrail on the steep steps at the entrance to the public right of way off Poples Bow. The matter had been reported to Somerset Council. There were a number of defective bridges and gates in the area but it was understood that Somerset Council now had very limited financial resources to carry out remedial work. Reference was made to obstructions to the path through Blews Farm including the construction of a building without a prior public path diversion order and this would also be reported together with public nuisance caused by on-going burning of commercial waste. GWB Services had cleared vegetation overhanging a path/cycleway to the north of Ben Travers Way and would also trim brambles along the path between Havage Close and Frank Foley Parkway.

47. Speed Indicator Devices

Burnham on Sea and Highbridge Town Council had realised that the sites at which they planned to provide a speed indicator device along the Frank Foley Parkway were within Burnham Without. It was agreed in principle to include provision within the draft Estimates for 2026/27 to purchase a solar powered device from Elan City to be sited on the approved sites (l/c15 and l/c35) and to explore a three-year management contract with Nichols Facilities Management. Mr Johnson returned items from the device which he had previously supervised along the A38.

48. Date of Next Meeting
It was AGREED that the next scheduled Council meeting be held on Monday, 19th January 2026.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.


Chairman




