BURNHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

 A Meeting of Burnham Without Parish Council was held in Watchfield Village Hall, Watchfield on Monday, 21st July 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Ms M. Kingscote (Chairman), Ms L. Chalmers, N. Roderick and Mrs M. Phillips with the Clerk, R. Young and Somerset Councillors R.D. Filmer and T. Grimes.
Apology for absence received from M. Dimascio and S.R. Lester.

17. Disclosures of Interests
Members had no interests to disclose.

18. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th May 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

19. Report of the Somerset Councillors 
Somerset Councillor Filmer reported upon the Council’s financial situation, staff reductions, review of parking charges and plans to upgrade the Edithmead Roundabout. It was agreed to raise no objection to the proposals contained in the review of division boundaries whereby the parish would be split between four divisions.

20. Planning Matters
There were no new planning applications to consider-
It was NOTED that planning permission had been granted in respect of the following applications since the last Meeting
12/24/00011 – Erection of extension, The Firs, Southwick Road, Watchfield – Mr & Mrs K. Whitting
12/24/00015 – Erection of self-build dwelling, Bristol Road, Edithmead – K. Priddice

21. Authorisation for Payment 
The following payments were authorised
DD            Lloyds Bank                                  account fees, June                                  £4.25
000040     GWB Services                               Footpath clearance                              £462.00
000041     Parish Clerk                                   Payroll & expenses                             £780.32

22. Watchfield Village Hall

Mrs Phillips reported that the trustees of the Village Hall Committee were now reading the business plan and the Community Council were speaking to potential major funders.

23. Rosewood Green Recreation Area

It was NOTED that there was still no update on when the responsibility for maintaining this area would be devolved from Somerset Council. The Somerset Playing Fields’ Association had arranged for a full annual operational inspection of the play equipment on behalf of the Parish Council. A wooden post needed to be replaced on the agility roller spin beam which would be reported to Somerset Council but otherwise there were no serious maintenance issues. It was also agreed to express appreciation for the standard of grass cutting this season and to request that the corroding bins be replaced. 

24. Highway Issues
It was NOTED that highway defects and fly-tipping deposits would continue to be reported as they occurred. The Traffic Engineer had been requested to review road markings and signs along Queens Drive following a number of road accidents but a reduction in the speed limit did not fall within the DoT criteria. It was AGREED to investigate possible provision of a speed indicator device along the Frank Foley Parkway.

25. Rights of Way
Mrs Phillips reported that she had trimmed vegetation obstructing a public right of way off Poples Bow. It was understood that Somerset Council now had very limited financial resources to carry out remedial work but it was AGREED that they be requested to investigate obstructions to the public right of way through Home Farm. GWB Services had cut back brambles obstructing the path between Havage Close and the Frank Foley Parkway and would cut back vegetation overhanging a path/cycleway to the north of Ben Travers Way in the autumn.

26. Date of Next Meeting
It was AGREED that the next scheduled Council meeting be held on Tuesday, 22nd September 2025.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.


Chairman


