BURNHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
A Meeting of Burnham Without Parish Council was held in Watchfield Village Hall, Watchfield on Monday, 27th January 2025 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:- Mrs M. Phillips (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), Ms L. Chalmers, M. Dimascio Ms M. Kingscote and N. Roderick with the Clerk, R. Young.
Apology for absence received from S.R. Lester and Somerset Councillors R.D. Filmer and T. Grimes.
50. Disclosures of Interests
Members had no interests to disclose.
51. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th November 2024 were confirmed and signed by the Presiding Chairman as a correct record.
52. Report of the Somerset Councillors and the Local Community Network
Councillor Filmer had previously reported upon matters relating to the start of preparation of a Somerset Local Plan, a boundary review to provide single member divisions and a call for additional foster parents.
It was NOTED that there would be an on-line Meeting of the Burnham Area LCN on 28th January and a Meeting of the Highways Working Group on 10th February. 
53. Planning Matters
The following new planning application was considered -
12/24/00013 – Installation of A/C condenser units and creation of fixed external seating area, Oak Tree Farm, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Greggs PLC – confirm recommendation of permission.
It was NOTED that Somerset Council had granted permission in respect of the following applications since the last Meeting
12/24/00012 – Erection of 6 internally illuminated fascia signs, 2 internally illuminated totem signs, 1 non-illuminated order point box, 2 non-illuminated waiting bay signs, 1 non-illuminated thank you sign, 4 external menu signs and 1 non-illuminated height restriction sign, Oak Tree Farm, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Greggs PLC.
12/24/00013 – Installation of A/C condenser units and creation of fixed external seating area, Oak Tree Farm, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Greggs PLC.
12/24/00014 – Demolition of conservatory and erection of extension to rear, Moor Cote, Mark Road, Walrow – Mr & Mrs R. McAinsh.
54. Financial Issues 
The following payment was confirmed
000036     Parish Clerk                                   Payroll & expenses                             £762.62

The Council AGREED a Risk Management Report and a Statement of Internal Control for 2024/25.

Members gave further consideration to the draft Estimates for 2025/26. It was AGREED that the Estimates be approved, the precept for 2025/26 be fixed at £21,000.
55. Watchfield Village Hall
Mrs Phillips reported that an issue with the proposed heating had emerged and alternative methods were being investigated. The construction of the new build hall would be exempt from VAT which would result in substantial cost savings and potential sources of funding were now being investigated.
56. Cookson Close Recreation Area Devolution
It was now unlikely that the maintenance of the area would be devolved to the Parish Council on 1st April as the agreement would not be completed in time. Provision of £15,000 had been included in the Council’s budget for 2025/26. It had been clarified that the Parish Council would not be responsible for the maintenance of the rhynes, gas pipes and sub-station.
It was AGREED that arrangements be made for an inspection of the play equipment in the late spring through the Somerset Playing Fields Association and clarification be sought that the Parish Council would not be responsible for evicting any incursions of travellers from the area.
57. Highway Issues
It was NOTED that resurfacing work at the Love Lane roundabout would now be completed on 29th January. Highway defects and fly-tipping deposits would continue to be reported as they occurred. A fly-tipping deposit had recently occurred at Stoddens Lane.
58. Rights of Way
Mrs Phillips reported on issues affecting the local public rights of way. Some repairs had been carried out to local bridges but further areas required attention. It was understood that Somerset Council now had very limited financial resources to carry out remedial work. 
An issue of sheep worrying by dogs off leads along public footpaths was discussed and an obstructed path off Worston Lane would be investigated.
59. Date of Next Meeting
It was AGREED that the next scheduled Council meeting be held on 17th March 2025.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.


Chairman





