

BURNHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

 A Meeting of Burnham Without Parish Council was held in Watchfield Village Hall, Watchfield on Monday, 19th January 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Ms M. Kingscote (Chairman), Ms L. Chalmers, M. Dimascio, Mrs M. Phillips and N. Roderick with the Clerk, R. Young and Somerset Councillors R.D. Filmer and T. Grimes.
Apology for absence received from S.R. Lester.

49. Disclosures of Interests
Mrs Phillips and Mr Roderick disclosed interests in minute 54 as residents of one of the urban wards in question.

50. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th November 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

51. Highway Improvement Works
Syed Shah, Public Liaison Officer, Somerset County Council, updated Members on the work to improve the Love Lane traffic signals and the proposed upgrade of the Edithmead Roundabout. Work had commenced on the removal of vegetation at the roundabout with the construction work scheduled later in the year once the funding had been finalised.

52. Report of the Somerset Councillors 
Somerset Councillor Filmer reported upon the financial situation at Somerset Council, staffing matters, the planning service and the need to recruit additional foster carers.

53. Casual Vacancy
Somerset Council had advised that the Parish Council could now fill the casual vacancy in the Marine (Highbridge) Ward by co-option. It was AGREED to endeavour to identify possible interested persons through social media.

54. Boundary Commission Review
Ms Chalmers reported upon a meeting that she had attended at the Town Council regarding proposals to move the two urban wards of the parish into the Town Council’s area as part of the current Boundary Commission Review. The proposal had received little publicity unlike in the 1990s when a similar proposal received considerable opposition from residents due to the impact on the level of council tax and was dropped following a referendum. The Parish Council had submitted a strong objection to the Boundary Commission regarding this matter in view of the likely detrimental impact on the whole parish.

55. Planning Matters
The following planning application was considered-
12/25/00013 – Erection of single storey extension to garage for office and w c, 39 Thorndike Way, Burnham on Sea – R. Gullidge – recommend permission;
12/25/00014 – Erection of 2 self-build houses at Baldwins Lane, Watchfield – J. Reasons & Miss H. Reasons – recommend conditional permission;
12/25/00015 – Construction of rear elevation roof dormer, Chestnut Farm, Baldwins Lane, Watchfield – Mr & Mrs K. Hobbs – permitted development.

It was NOTED that planning permission had been granted in respect of the following application since the last Meeting
12/25/00011 – Installation of an illuminated double sided mini totem pole at Unit D, Oaktrees Business Park, Bristol Road, Edithmead – Cobra Coffee

56. Financial Matters 
The following payments were authorised
DD            Lloyds Bank                                  account fees, December                        £4.25
000045      Parish Clerk                                  Payroll & expenses                            £795.32
000046      GWB Services                              Path clearance                                    £462.00
000047      P. Martin Associates                     Professional fees                                £234.00

The Council AGREED a Risk Management Report and a Statement of Internal Control for 2025/26. Graham Jarvis was also appointed as Internal Auditor for the 2025/26 accounts.
Members gave further consideration to the draft Estimates for 2026/27. It was AGREED that the Estimates be approved and the precept for 2026/27 be fixed at £21,000.

57. Watchfield Village Hall
Mrs Phillips reported that arrangements were made for a “material start” on the new hall to take place during December to avoid a need for a renewal of the planning permission. Some items in the plans would need to be updated such as those relating to energy and wi fi would need to be provided. The professional fees of the architect in the sum of £234.00 had been met as part of the Parish Council’s grant to the Hall Committee for 2025/26. 

58. Rosewood Green Recreation Area
It was NOTED that there was still no update on when the responsibility for maintaining this area would be devolved from Somerset Council. A wooden post needed to be replaced on the agility roller spin beam which had been reported to Somerset Council. 

59. Highway Issues
It was AGREED to report road defects at Stoddens Lane and on the A38 at the roundabout near the Aldi Store. Fly-tipping at Stoddens Lane and at Burnham Moor Road would also be reported.

60. Rights of Way
Mrs Phillips reported upon the need for a handrail on the steep steps at the entrance to the public right of way off Poples Bow. The matter had been reported to Somerset Council. There were a number of defective bridges and gates in the area but it was understood that Somerset Council now had very limited financial resources to carry out remedial work including rectifying the obstructions to the path through Blews Farm. GWB Services had trimmed brambles along the path between Havage Close and Frank Foley Parkway.

61. Speed Indicator Devices
After further discussion it was AGREED to explore the purchase of two battery powered devices from Elan City to be sited on the approved sites (l/c15 and l/c35) and to explore a two-year management contract with Nichols Facilities Management. The issue regarding collection of data would also be clarified.

62. Date of Next Meeting
It was AGREED that the next scheduled Council meeting be held on Monday, 16th March 2026.

The Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.


Chairman





